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Canyon. "Audaces fortuna iuvat." His feat, quite unique in the history of exploration, besides its purely scientific interest, marks also a very important date in the history of the exploration of the West under federal auspices. During the preceding decade, a great deal of preliminary work in the matter of exploration had been accomplished by the officers of the "War Department, with a view to determiTn'ng the best routes suitable for the establishment of transcontinental railroads. Twelve large quarto volumes, known as the Pacific Railroad Reports, remain as an enduring monument to the systematic efforts made at that time by the United States government for a thorough reconnaissance of the western territories. By the end of the sixties, when the construction of the first railroad line connecting California with the Mississippi Valley was an accomplished fact, new surveys were inaugurated of a somewhat more refined nature, and with greater specialization arose, to a certain extent, competition between the federal departments concerned. For some ten years, four different organizations were busy in the "West, two under the U. S. "War Department, the Geological Exploration of the 40th Parallel (King) and the Geographical Surveys "West of the 100th Meridian ("Wheeler), and two under the Department of the Interior, the Geological and Geographical Survey of the Territories (Hayden) and the Geological Survey of the Rocky Mountain Region (Powell). Although locally there may have been some superfluous duplication of work, and despite the lack of system in the execution of the surveys, the results achieved must always remain a source of deep gratitude and of wonder. It has been our good fortune, during our western trip, to go through a large area which has not been resurveyed since that heroic period: the general correctness of the delineations made by the first surveyors was often to us a matter of astonishment Foremost among the products of that period we must refer to the Atlas of Colorado, embodying the results of the Hayden Survey in twenty large folio sheets. The field work ksted from 1873 to 1876—four years only— and publication followed in 1877. Though it does not appear on the title-page, we find here behind the scenes the name of a most original personality, whose modesty is only equaled by his genius: William Henry Holmes. First engaged as assistant to Dr. Hayden, Holmes soon became, so to speak, the soul of the Survey of the Territories. However important his original literary contributions to

